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The N. Y. League of Women Voters 
and the N. Y. Council for International Co- 
operation to Prevent War will hold a Three 
l\ays’ Schoo] for Speakers and Discussion 
Leaders, March 20, 21 and 22, at the Y. W. 
Cc. A., 600 Lexington Avenue, N. Y. City. 


For further details apply to Mrs. Charles 
Noel Edge, Room 1010, Grand Centra]! 
ferminal Building, New York City. 
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ILL EXPERTS’ REPORT BE ACCEPTED? 





~ UROPE will soon face a momentous 
. decision. The experts have com- 
yieted their plan and are now preparing 
t for presentation to the governments 
hiefly concerned. From authoritative 
1nd impartial sources comes the impres- 
ion that the tone and content of the re- 

rt is such as to arouse the enthusiastic 
upport of all believers in a drastic and 
norough-going cure of Europe’s ills. At 
o time since the Armistice have Ger- 
nany and France faced a more momen- 
ous issue than that which will be pre- 
ented to them in the recommendations 
f General Dawes and his associates. On 
he response which Berlin and Paris 
iake, may depend the peace of Europe. 


France 


HREE weeks ago Paris was almost 
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* pore would make. Later the tone 


bf the French press changed, voicing 


prave doubts as to the acceptability of 
hny suggestion of giving up control of the 
\uhr and Rhineland railways. But now 
he dramatic fall of the franc to less than 
hree and a half cents, the unexpected 
nnouncement of the inflation of the note 
urrency by 921,000,000 francs in a 
ingle week and the determined opposi- 
ion in the Senate to prompt and unques- 
ioning ratification of the Poincaré finan- 
pa reforms, have roused public opinion 
)} a lively sense of final danger. Poincaré 
has delivered an ultimatum to the Senate 
femanding either complete cooperation 
br the acceptance of his resignation. Sen- 
torial acquiescence is probable, but even 
he proposed twenty per cent increase of 
axation and drastic economies will not 
e sufficient to save the franc unless a 
eneral reparation settlement is made 


soon. Thus the force of circumstance 
will tend to make France more likely to 
accept the experts’ proposals. 


Germany 


HE resignations announced February 

8 of Dr. Von Kahr as Dictator of Ba- 
varia and his chief supporter, Generalvon 
Lossow as Commander of the Bavarian 
division of the Reichswehr, are welcome 
signs of improved relations between Ba- 
varia and Berlin. There are other indi- 
cations, too, that the Central Govern- 
ment is exercising a stronger and more 
intelligent control over the whole of 
Germany. Unfortunately, the precipitate 
fall of the franc has apparently roused 
the hopes of some of the reactionary 
forces in Berlin to believe that Germany 
will not have to make all the concessions 
which the experts will demand of her. 
There is narticularlyv, threatening onpogi- 
tion to the proposed inter- Allied supervi- 
sion of the budget. Also Stresemann, the 
Foreign Minister, has in rather unmea- 
sured tones denounced the French and 
British proposal] for an investigation of 
present armaments of the Reich. This 
despite the fact that Ramsay MacDonald 
made the proposal and apparently means 
to insist upon it. It would be little short 
of madness for Germany to refuse to per- 
mit this sort of Allied scrutiny, particu- 
larly since if it should become evident 
that the tales of her armaments have 
been exaggerated, the Allies pledge 
themselves to substitute for the present 
expensive military control paid by Ger- 
many, Civilian control paid by the Allies. 

Great Britain 

AMSAY MACDONALD continues to 

maintain a delicate balance between 
his political opponents and among the va- 
rious elements of his own party. He occu- 
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pies a peculiarly strategic position. There 
is good reason to believe that he will at 
the critical moment be able to exercise 
sufficient pressure both on Paris and 
Berlin to make the experts’ recommenda- 
tions effective. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


British Labor’s Socialism 


N interesting definition of the differ- 

ence between the positions of the 
Labor and Liberal Parties on economic 
questions is that given by Philip Snow- 
den, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in an 
article ia the New York Times of Feb- 
ruary 17. He said: 

The difference between Mr. Asquith as repre- 
senting Liberalism, and the Socialists, is 
therefore reduced to this—that while So- 
cialists believe in community ownership and 
control of the necessaries of life, the Lib- 
erals do not accept this as a theory or aim 
in its full implications, but are willing to 
consider particular applications of the prin- 
ciple. 

And though this Liberal hesitancy to accept the 
principle as one of general application wil! 
delay progress on these lines, it is really, 
apart from delay, the Socialist way of ap- 
plying socialism. 


Is the Liberal Party Disappearing ? 


EWS of the last week gives added 

substance to the belief that the 
Liberal party will soon cease to be an im- 
portant factor in British politics. Arthur 
Henderson the Labor Secretary for Home 
Affairs was returned to Parliament by the 
election at Burnley by a largely increas- 
ed vote over that of his Labor predeces- 
sor. There was no Libera] candidate. Of 
the Liberal vote cast in the previous 
election, Henderson received twice as 
many as went to the Conservatives. The 
second event was the announcement on 
March 2 that Winston Churchill is to 
stand as an “independent and constitu- 
tional candidate” for the Parliamentary 
vacancy in the Abbey Division of West- 
minster. His reason is that the “Socialist 
Party having obtained power while in a 
minority, through abuse of a failure of 
the Constitution such as could not occur 
in any other country, are gaining adher- 
ents in all directions by the moderation 
of their actions and the violence of their 
propaganda.” 


Austria and Hungary 

HE news of the last few weeks from 
Austria has made the task of reor- 
ganizing Hungary more difficult. Despite 
his brilliant achievements, the League’s 
High Commissioner, Dr. Zimmerman, has 
had to face the criticism of various politi- 
ca] elements in Vienna and an increasing 
amount of opposition. The chief issue 
appears to be whether his control is to 
be continued after the present fiscal year, 
his opponents arguing that there will 
then be no longer need for League tutel- 
age. Dr. Zimmerman insists that all of 
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the gains made heretofore may be jeop 
ardized if his budgetary contro! is not 
continued. It is to be hoped that the | 
conferences now being held in Geneva 7 
will result in reconciliation of the differ. 7 
ences between the League representative 
and the Austrian politicians. Otherwise © 
the League’s work of applying a similar 7 
receivership to Hungary will be made 7 
much more difficult, if not impossible. 


Angora Abolishes the Caliphate 





HE Caliphate, the religious head. 4 


ship of the Moslem world, has beep ~ 
abolished. This momentous change was” 
carried out on March 4 as a result of a 
decree of the Angora National Assembly — 
The same day the Caliph Abdul Medjii © 
Effendi, his son and his immediate fam.7 
ily were exiled from Turkey. Thus doe = 
Ismet Pasha complete the separation of 
Church and State and move towards the © 
modernization of Turkey. His action, ® 
however, has vast significance beyond © 
Asia Minor. Already there are two out 7 
standing candidates in the field as Abdu! — 
Medjid’s successor—the Sultan of Mo 7 
rocco, supported, it is commonly be ~ 
lieved, by France, and King Hussein of 
the Hedjaz, who has been put forward 
by Moslems of his own territory and of — 
Mesopotamia and Transjordania. That © 
Great Britain, which has very close re ~ 
lations with Hussein, is supporting his “9 
candidacy, is vigorously denied. 
No authoritative expressions of opin 
ion have yet been heard from the Mos. 
lems of India, Afghanistan or Egypt. The 
events of the next few weeks will do 
much to determine whether Pan-Islam 
ism is a fact or merely a creation of the 
imagination of nationalist propagandists © 


Spanish Dictator in Trouble 


ENERAL PRIMO RIVERA’S popu 

larity steadily diminishes. A variety 
of causes has contributed to this funds 
mental and far-reaching change. In Ce 
telonia, intense opposition has _ bee 
aroused by what is believed to have bee: | 
the persecution of their attempts to re# 
tain their national language and the fail 
ure to keep promises about revision of” 
commercial treaties. Moreover, throug>- 
out Spain the industrial crisis, the recen 
rapid depreciation of the peseta, the rise 
in the cost of living, the failure to curt 
profiteering and to rid the Governmen!” 
of corruption, have created a deep un” 
dercurrent of protest. Now recent events” 
in Morocco threaten to bring all of the 
forces of opposition into the open. The” 
besiege of Melilla and its capture by the” 
Riffan tribesmen would not be uner 
pected. It is more than doubtful wheth 
er the dictator who came into power 0 
a wave of popular protest against ir® 
competency and blundering in Africal 
campaigns could survive a disaster there 
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